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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-554
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Joost 

Date of Introduction: August 27, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, TEU
Date of Analysis: August 15, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 220 – Vehicles for Hire – to revise the definition of “limousine” to delete the requirement that a limousine charge a fixed rate per hour, or a rate fixed in advance of the hire and to insert  language providing that it may be a SmartWay vehicle as designated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  The bill also amends the definition of “pre-arranged contractual carrier” to delete the provision for a fare based on a written agreement for a fare reached at least 30 minutes in advance of the transport from a specific location and to delete the language declaring that a key factor in determining the cost of a pre-arranged vehicle for hire service is the charge being based on a fixed hourly rate and not distance traveled.
Background Information: The current definitions of “limousine” and “pre-arranged contractual carrier” were adopted in 2002 (Ordinance 2002-1214-E) in an attempt to distinguish between vehicles operating as taxi cabs and vehicles providing limousine or other pre-arranged services with fares based on time, not mileage traveled.  At the time it was determined that limousines and pre-arranged contractual carriers were separate types of service and the definitions were crafted to attempt to draw the distinction between the two.  The City recognizes six categories vehicle-for-hire transportation services (see Sec. 220.413, Ordinance Code).
The SmartWay program is a certification program by the U.S. EPA that rates vehicles based on their greenhouse gas and smog-forming emissions on scales of 1-10.  SmartWay designation is given to vehicles that rank in the top 20% of all model year vehicles for lowest emissions of greenhouse gasses and smog-forming substances.
Policy Impact Area: Vehicle-for-hire regulation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined.
Analyst: Clements
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